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de Maintenon; representing how much better it would be to
rule affairs in this manner, than through the instrumentality of
the ministers of either country.

Madame de Maintenon, whose passion it was to know every-
thing, to mix herself in everything, and to govern everything,
was enchanted by the siren. This method of governing Spain
without Ministers appeared to her an admirable idea. She em-
braced it with avidity, without reflecting that she would govern,
only in appearance, since she would know nothing except
through the Princesse des Ursins, see nothing except in the
light in which she presented it. From that time dates the in-
timate union which existed between these two important
women, the unbounded authority of-Madame des Ursins, the
fall of all those who had placed Philip V. upon the throne, and
of all our ministers in Spain who stood in the way of the new
power.

Such an alliance being made between the two women, it was
necessary to draw the King of Spain into the same net. This
was not a very arduous task. Nature and art indeed had com-
bined to make it easy. Younger brother of an excitable, vio-
lent, and robust Prince, Philip V. had been bred up in a sub-
mission and dependance that were necessary for the repose of
the Royal family. Until the testament of Charles II., the Due
tTAnjou was necessarily regarded as destined to be a subject all
his life; and therefore could not be too much abased by educa-
tion, and trained to patience and obedience. , That supreme law,
the reason of state, demanded this preference, for the safety and
happiness of the kingdom, of the elder over the younger brother.
His mind for this reason was purposely narrowed and beaten
down, and his natural docility and gentleness greatly assisted
in the process. He was quite formed to be led, although he
had enough judgment left to choose the better of .two courses
proposed to him, and even to express himself in good phrase,
when the slowness, not to say the laziness of his mind did not
prevent him from speaking at all. His great piety contributed
to weaken his mind; and, being joined to very lively passions,
made it disagreeable and even dangerous for him to be sepa-